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Col. Jeffrey Stephenson, 62nd Airlift Wing commander,
directs the annual placement of a festive holiday decoration
on the “nose” of a McChord C-17 Globemaster III.

HHaappppyy  HHoolliiddaayyss
TTeeaamm  MMccCChhoorrdd!!
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FROM THE TOP

This holiday season marks the end of a very
busy year for Team McChord.   

Before we pause for Christmas and New
Years, I wanted to offer my sincere thanks to
each and every one of you for your dedication,
professionalism and teamwork in 2008.  

To our Airmen, which includes our civilians
and family members, I can’t begin to tell you

how honored I am to serve with each of you.
Thank you all for the many sacrifices you make
every day.  

As we celebrate the season, please be sure to
stay in contact with our deployed Airmen and
their families; for many it will be the first holiday
away from their loved one.

And finally, be safe — your family, friends and
Air Force need you back in 2009.

Thank you again for what you do for Team
McChord, the Air Force and our nation. Jane
and I wish all of you Merry Christmas, happy
holidays and all the best in the new year.
“Airpower!”

Thank you and be safe this holiday season

What a festive, busy month
it’s been on McChord!

The holidays are in full
swing, we’ve seen several
days of snow and a spirit of
compassion and caring
abounds. 

This month we ceremonial-
ly lit the base Christmas tree,
shared a special dinner with
the families of our deployed
Airmen and distributed nearly
6,000 cookies to our dorm
residents. 

My personnel thanks to all
the volunteers who helped
make the season a little
brighter through all these
events, as well as to all those
who joined in the fun.

And, while some folks may
believe that things slow down
around the office during the
holidays, Team McChord
proved otherwise and
remained hard charging. 

From preparing for our
“right around the corner”
Nuclear Surety Inspection, to
planning for our upcoming
Operational Readiness
Inspection and Rodeo, there’s
a lot going on in addition to
our robust combat airlift mis-
sion. 

Because of this, it’s my
hope that everyone can take a
little time to recharge their
batteries and reconnect with
family and friends over the
next week or so. We have a
very busy year ahead of us
and I want everyone reener-
gized. 

I’m so proud of your
accomplishments and
extremely thankful for your
service and the care you show
your fellow wingman. Be sure
to continue to extend that
warmth to those who may
have loved ones deployed, or
just away from home, during
this holiday season.  

And, as always, please
ensure you celebrate safely.
The winter weather is unpre-
dictable and we’ve seen some

ice already! Considering the
number of people that will be
out on the roads traveling
this season, it’s a good idea
for us all to focus hard on
enjoying the holidays safely.

So to all Team McChord
members, Tina and I wish
you a safe and happy holiday
season and a very Merry
Christmas!

A time for celebration, rejuvenation
Commentary

By
Col. Jeffrey Stephenson

62nd Airlift Wing
commander

By
Chief Master Sgt. Cary Hatzinger

62nd Airlift Wing 
command chief master sergeant

Professionals
of the week

62nd Aircraft Maintenance Squadron 62nd Aerial Port Squadron

Why he’s tops:
Sergeant Cazalet is an essential mem-

ber of the 62nd APS.  He’s responsible for
inspecting, assembling, and transporting
cargo to and from AMC fleet aircraft in a safe and timely manner.
Through his efforts, he ensures the successful execution of airlift
missions from local training missions to real world missions in sup-
port of Operation Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring Freedom,
and numerous humanitarian missions around the world.  He is
currently seeking a Community College of the Air Force degree in
Air Transportation Management.

Staff Sgt. David Cazalet
Duty title:
Ramp services supervisor

Duty section:
62nd APS

Hometown:
Somerset, Ky.

Why he’s super:
Sergeant Vough launches, recovers and

performs maintenance functions on 43
assigned C-17 Globemaster III aircraft val-
ued at $8.7 billion and deploys as needed. He works with aircrews
during aircraft launch and recoveries and coordinates for needed
maintenance support. Additionally, Sergeant Vough plans and con-
ducts training and task certification for personnel in upgrade training
to meet skill-level advancement. He also submits and tracks quality
deficiency reports and publication change requests on systems requir-
ing design enhancements.

Staff Sgt. Christopher Vough
Duty title:
C-17 crew chief

Duty section:
62nd AMXS

Hometown:
Belfast, Pa.

SAN ANTONIO (AFPN) — The following is a
holiday message from Secretary of the Air
Force Michael B. Donley, Air Force Chief of
Staff Gen. Norton A. Schwartz and Chief
Master Sgt. of the Air Force Rodney J.
McKinley:

“The holidays give each of us an opportu-
nity to reflect our accomplishments of the
past year and cherish time with our families.
It is also a time to look forward to a new year
of opportunities, both collectively and indi-
vidually.

“Our Air Force faced difficult challenges
this year and all of you responded admirably
in meeting them.  As a Service, we renewed
our focus on stewardship, accountability,
precision and reliability.  These are the hall-
marks of our core values — integrity, service
and excellence. Each and every one of you is
vitally important. Our role as trustworthy
partners in today’s joint and coalition fight
depends on your day-to-day contributions.
We could not be more proud of all you do to
demonstrate that the Air Force is “all in” and
devoted to winning today’s fight while
preparing for tomorrow’s challenges.

“During this holiday season, you can
reflect with pride that many of our great
nation’s Soldiers, Sailors, Marines, Coast
Guardsmen and Airmen may safely celebrate
with their families because of your contribu-
tion. The global vigilance, reach and power
you collectively provide the nation are vital to
our security, both at home and abroad. In
the coming year, we will continue to innovate
the air, space and cyberspace capabilities we
provide combatant commanders. You are the
strength of our Air Force and its greatest
asset. It is our privilege to serve with you all,
and we are grateful for the support your
families so faithfully provide.

“We recognize your service requires great
sacrifice. While many Airmen will enjoy time
with their families this holiday season, tens
of thousands more are separated from loved
ones or far from home because of their self-
less service to the nation. We honor all of
you, your service and your families who
share in your sacrifice. We wish you all a
safe and happy holiday season.”

Air Force leaders 
send holiday message


